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age to the Great Masters:
Mythology Nouvelle

An exhibition of twelve colored clrypoint

etchings from a suite originally titled The

Mythology Nouvelle will be presented at the

Salvador Oali Museum on February 19, 1994. The

publisher, Vision Nouvelle, a leading European

printer of modern graphics in the early 70s com-

missioned Salvador Dali to produce a series of

twelve plates. The occasion for the publication of this

suite was the 500th anniversary of the birth of the

German painter and printmaker, Albrecht Durer, in

1471. Subsequently, two more piates were added and

the suite was later retitlecl Homage lo Albrecht Durer.

The collection was first exhibited in Paris in November,

1971, at a Benefit Exposition for the Foundation for

French Medical Research.

In this suite of prints, Dali pays tribute to the works of

the great masters of the Renaissance. These modern depic-

tions after masterpieces by artists, such as Albrecht Durer,

Sandro Botticelli and Lucas Cranach, demonstrate Dali's affin-

ity for "classic subjects'' and his ability to render complex

themes with his own unique style of interpretation.
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Salvador Dali, better known for being a surrealist artist, first expressed his inten-

tion "to become classic" in 1941 in a gallery catalog entitled 'The Last Scandal of

Salvador Dali." Through the intervening years Dali's style changed, finding new

inspirations for his paintings, drawings and graphics by studying and adhering to the

fundamental discipline of traditional and classical formula. Many of Dali's monu-

mental paintings, spanning the late 1940s to early 1970s, combine contemporary

influences with the techniques and aesthetics found

in the traditions of Renaissance art.

The museum's exhibition Homage to the Great

Masters emphasizes Dali's partiality for the allegor-

ical subject of Renaissance paintings. The chosen

images thematically center around the Roman

goddess of love, Venus, who is often synony-

mous with the depiction of the female nucle in

art. The portrayal of nudity had become

acceptable in art during the Renaissance and

often signified purity and innocence. Dali's

selection of two famous paintings by the

Florentine artist Botticelli, 77je Birth of

Venus and Primavera, allows the artist to

emphasize his particular variations to the

respective female figures. In his Birth of

Venus, Dali has given Venus the same

flowing hair and identifiable modest

stance of Botticelli's version. Dali illus-

trates his Venus being borne on the

white, foaming waves situated

against the familiar backdrop of

Dali's homeland in Spain. This

etching, actually published in 1970, is

quite unlike the others in the suite, since two different col-

ored inks, sepia and green, are used in the printing process creating an aiiy,

lyrical quality. In another work, Dali emulates Botticelli by isolating the three danc-

ing figures found in the famous painting entitled Primauem. In his etching entitled

Le Printemps (Spring), Dali portrays the handmaidens of Venus, the Three Graces,

who are Aglaia who gives, Euphrosyne who receives, and Thalia who returns. Dali

draws, through an evolving linear style, the scantily clad maidens typically grouped

in their antique form, so that the two outer figures face the spectator with the one



in the middle facing away. The image becomes transposed from the original ver-

sion clue to the reversal of the impression during the printing process.

Dali chose the age-old intaglio process called clrypoint etching to create these

prints. On large highly-polished (30" x 20") copperplates, the artist drew with a

titanium point directly into the surface. The variation that appears in the line is

caused by the amount of pressure used and by the burr that the stylus creates on

either side of the line. When the plate was inked and printed, that burr caused the

line to have either a bold or soft appearance allowing Dali to express a variation

in his drawing technique.

The etchings in the exhibition, with exception of the Birth of Venus, were

issued in 1971 in a limited edition of 150 on Rives paper and 120 on Japon nacre

paper. In addition to the numbered edition, an unspecified number of copies were

marked bors commerce and epreiwe d'artist a. The Birth of Venus was issued in

1970 in a similar edition except for 150 on

Japon nacre paper. A number of images

were also printed as lithographs but are

not considered to be authorized by the

publisher.

Each of Dali's etchings will be

accompanied by a comparable

reproduction of the original paint-

ings. All the photographs for the

Homage to the Great Masters have

been generously donated by the

O'Donnell Corporation of

Orlando, Florida. The exhibi-

tion will be in die Raymond

Jarnes Room through

September 25, 199^.

—Joan R. Kropf, Curator



Calendar of Events

January 27 -

Now thru January 31--

February 5-13--

February 18 --

February 19-Sept. 25 --

March 3-May 29 --

March 12 --

WINTER/SPRING 1994

Lecture Lorca: Literary Genius of Spain.
7:00-8:30 p.m., Raymond James Room

Exhibit: TWo Spanish Tales: Don Quixote and Le Income.
Raymond James Room.

Exhibit: High School Students Surrealist Art.
Raymond James Room.

Preview Reception (Associates): Homage to the Great Masters: The Mythology
Nouvelle. 5:30-8 p.m., Raymond James Room.

Opening Exhibit: Homage to the Great Masters: The Mythology Nouvelie.
Raymond James Room.

Opening Exhibit: The Early Years of Salvador Pali.
Hayward Gallery, London.

Annual Benefit Dinner and Unveiling of Crucifixion (Corpus Hypercubus),
Dali masterwork on exhibit until Sept. 4, Main Gallery.

April 27 - Dali Tour to London/Barcelona/Figueres departs. Returns May 7.

June 28-Sept. 20 - Opening Exhibit: The Early Years of Salvador Pali.
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City.
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